
February 10, 2014 

 A Regular Meeting of the Council of the City of Manassas, 
Virginia was held in Council Chambers, City Hall, on the above 
date with the following present: Mayor Harry J. Parrish II, Vice 
Mayor Andrew L. Harrover, Council Members Marc T. Aveni, Ian T. 
Lovejoy and Jonathan L. Way; City Manager W. Patrick Pate, City 
Attorney Martin R. Crim, Commissioner of the Revenue Douglas 
Waldron, City Clerk Andrea P. Madden, Chief of Police Douglas W. 
Keen, Public Works and Utilities Director Mike C. Moon, 
Assistant Public Works Director Patrick Moore, Street 
Superintendent Russell Graham, Finance and Administration 
Director Paul York, and Public Affairs Specialist Patty Prince. 
 
 Absent were Council Members J. Steven Randolph and Mark D. 
Wolfe. 
 
 Mayor Parrish called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m.  
Council Member Aveni gave the invocation, which was followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
 City Attorney Report 
 
 The City Attorney reported on the following items: 
 
 1.  Mr. Crim reported that HB470, pertaining to the 
City’s Charter Amendment, remains in the Senate Committee on 
Local Government. 
 
 2.  Mr. Crim noted that there has been an issue involving 
the sale of property on Redoubt Road due to access.  Mr. Crim 
stated he hopes to have a resolution very soon and bring the 
matter back to Council for approval of the sale. 
 

City Manager Report 
 
The City Manager reported on the following items: 
 

 1.  Mr. Pate noted that at the dais was a letter written 
to Mr. Alten in response to his concern for pedestrians on 
Center Street. 
 
 2.  Mr. Pate thanked the Chief of Police and all City 
staff involved with the apprehension of a dangerous suspect on 
Thursday, February 6, 2014.  Mr. Pate commented that it was an 
outstanding example of cooperation between the City and Prince 
William County. 
 
 3.  Mr. Pate welcomed Paul York to the City of Manassas; 
Mr. York is the new Finance and Administration Director and 
all are looking forward to having him at the City. 
 

Chief of Police Report 
 

 The Chief of Police reported on the following items: 
 
 1.  Chief Keen reported briefly on the apprehension of a 
suspect on February 6, 2014 wanted in connection with a 
homicide in Pennsylvania. 
 
 2.  Chief Keen, on behalf of the Manassas City Police 
Department, offered his condolences to the family of Captain 
Kevin Quick, a member of the Waynesboro, Virginia Police 
Department; Captain Quick’s remains were discovered on 
Thursday, February 6, 2014 in Goochland County. 
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 3.  Chief Keen stated there had been several instances of 
BB gun shots fired in the Wellington area.  The MCPD will meet 
with the HOA on the evening of Tuesday, February 11, 2014 to 
discuss what is being done and what the citizens can do to 
prevent crime in their neighborhoods.  Chief Keen urged the 
public to park their vehicles in the driveway with the doors 
locked and the outside lights on. 
 
 Council Time 
 
 Council Member Way congratulated the Manassas City Public 
School Choirs on the many outstanding performances at the 
Hylton and the level of parental involvement reached. 
 
 Mayor Time 
 
 Mayor Parrish recognized member of Boy Scout Troop 670 
and asked David Sarmanian, the Charter Organization 
Representative, to update the City Council on the many 
activities of the troop. 
 

Consent Agenda 
 
 Item 1.  Approve Minutes of Regular Meeting of January 
27, 2014. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER AVENI MOVED that the Minutes of the 
Regular Meeting of January 27, 2014 be approved.  Seconded by 
Vice Mayor Harrover.  Roll call vote: AYES – Aveni, Harrover, 
Lovejoy and Way. ABSENT – Randolph and Wolfe.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 Item 2.  Consideration of Release of Performance and 
Erosion and Sediment Bond for BB&T, in Accordance with the 
Certificate of Compliance Dated January 24, 2014. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER AVENI MOVED that the Performance and 
Erosion and Sediment Bond for BB&T be released in accordance 
with the Certificate of Compliance dated January 24, 2014.  
Seconded by Vice Mayor Harrover.  Roll call vote: AYES – 
Aveni, Harrover, Lovejoy and Way. ABSENT – Randolph and Wolfe.  
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 Item 3.  Consideration of the Annual Limited Express 
License for the Use of the E.G. Smith Baseball Complex by the 
Greater Manassas Baseball League. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER AVENI MOVED that the Annual Limited 
Express License for the use of the E.G. Smith Baseball Complex 
by the Greater Manassas Baseball League be approved.  Seconded 
by Vice Mayor Harrover.  Roll call vote: AYES – Aveni, 
Harrover, Lovejoy and Way. ABSENT – Randolph and Wolfe.  
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 Item 4.  Consideration of Sale of Property at 9985 Foster 
Drive and Authorize the Mayor to Sign the Deed of Conveyance. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER AVENI MOVED that the sale of property at 
9985 Foster Drive be approved and the Mayor be given the 
authorization to sign the Deed of Conveyance.  Seconded by 
Vice Mayor Harrover.  Roll call vote: AYES – Aveni, Harrover, 
Lovejoy and Way. ABSENT – Randolph and Wolfe.  MOTION CARRIED. 
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 Item 5.  Consideration of Resolution 2014-41-R Budgeting 
and Appropriating $105.00 of Donations to Support the Police 
Department’s Rape Aggression Defense (RAD) Training Program. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER AVENI MOVED that Resolution 2014-41-R 
budgeting and appropriating $105.00 of donations to support 
the Police Department’s Rape Aggression Defense (RAD) Training 
Program be approved.  Seconded by Vice Mayor Harrover.  Roll 
call vote: AYES – Aveni, Harrover, Lovejoy and Way. ABSENT – 
Randolph and Wolfe.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 Item 6 of the Agenda: Second Reading of Ordinance #O-
2014-10. 
 
 The City Clerk read for a second time Ordinance #O-2014-
10 Amending and Reenacting the Code of Ordinances, City of 
Manassas, Virginia (2002), as Amended, by Amending Section 
110-86, Relating to Application for Real Estate Assessment 
Relief. 
 
 The second reading of the ordinance as just read by the 
City Clerk was exactly the same as the first. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER AVENI MOVED that Ordinance #O-2014-10 
Amending and Reenacting the Code of Ordinances, City of 
Manassas, Virginia (2002), as Amended, by Amending Section 
110-86, Relating to Application for Real Estate Assessment 
Relief.  Seconded by Vice Mayor Harrover.  Roll call vote: 
AYES – Aveni, Harrover, Lovejoy and Way. ABSENT – Randolph and 
Wolfe.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 Item 7 was reserved for changes to the Consent Agenda. 
 
 Item 8 of the Agenda:  First Reading of Ordinance #O-
2014-08 Amending and Reenacting the Code of Ordinances, City 
of Manassas, Virginia (2002), as Amended by Amending Section 
110-52 Relating to the Definition of “Base” for Purposes of 
Real Estate Tax Relief for the Elderly and Handicapped. 
 
 Mr. Waldron explained that the City offers an income and 
asset based Real Estate Tax Relief Program for the elderly and 
handicapped.  The program uses HUD income figures to determine 
eligibility.  The base for Tax Year 2014 figures decreased 
from Tax Year 2013 from $56,200 to $53,400, which will result 
in approximately sixty (60) current participants in the 
program receiving a lower level of tax relief.  Virginia Code 
58.1-3210 allows the City to establish income figures 
different from HUD by amending the definition of “Base” in the 
City Code, Section 110-52 to “the HUD figures of “the base 
from the prior tax year, whichever is higher.” 
 Mr. Waldron noted that the Finance Committee reviewed the 
matter on January 29, 2014 but forwarded on to the City 
Council without a recommendation.  City Council could take no 
action and the new HUD figures would be used per the Code. 
 
 No motion was made, therefore, Ordinance #O-2014-08 
failed on first reading due to the lack of a motion. 
  
 Items 9, 10 and 11 were reserved for changes to the 
Agenda. 
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 Item 12 of the Agenda: Presentation of the City Clerk’s 
2013 Annual Report. 
 
 Ms. Madden presented to the City Council the City Clerk’s 
2013 Annual Report. 
 
 Item 13 of the Agenda:  Update on Snow Removal Operations 
and Cost. 
 
 Mr. Graham presented to the City Council an update on 
snow removal operations and costs for the winter season. 
 
 Item 14 of the Agenda:  Presentation of the Planning 
Commission FY 2013 Annual Report by Harry Clark, Chairman of 
the Planning Commission. 
 
 Harry Clark, Chairman of the Planning Commission, 
presented to City Council the Planning Commission FY 2013 
Annual Report. 
 
 Item 15 was reserved for changes to the Agenda. 
 
 Item 16 of the Agenda:  Recognition of Appreciation for 
Outstanding Volunteers by the Inter-Service Club Council of 
Greater Manassas (ISCC). 
 
 Sheryl Bass, President of the Inter-Service Club Council 
(ISCC) of Greater Manassas, introduced and recognized its 
outstanding volunteers. 
 
 Item 17 was reserved for changes to the Agenda. 
  
 Item 18 of the Agenda:  Citizens’ Time 
 
 Lianne Best, a resident of the City of Manassas, spoke in 
regard to a Texas woman declared brain-dead who was placed on 
life support due to her pregnancy and a Texas law that states 
that life-sustaining treatment cannot be withdrawn from a 
pregnant patient, regardless of her end-of-life wishes.  The 
woman’s husband and family fought to honor her wishes and have 
life support removed, which it was in late January.  Ms. Best 
stated that it is wrong for politicians to make decisions for 
and about people that they do not know and stressed the 
importance of choice for everyone. 

 Peter Alten, a resident of the City of Manassas, followed 
up on a letter he sent to the City Manager regarding 
pedestrian safety.  Mr. Alten stated that better signage is 
needed on Center Street to warn motorists of pedestrian 
crosswalks.  Mr. Alten suggested that larger signs be placed 
on Center Street, digital speed limit signs be installed, and 
arrows be painted on Church and Center Street to indicate the 
one-way traffic pattern. 

 Noah Mamber, place of residence unknown, stated that he 
was pleased that the Council voted last week to take a more 
holistic approach to the zoning ordinance, as opposed to 
opting for a more rapid approach.  Mr. Mamber explained that 
Fairfax did not do a particularly good job and has adopted a 
vague amendment that leaves many of the decisions up to the 
discretion of staff.  Mr. Mamber stated that the Fairfax 
ordinance lacks fairness and consistency and is so vague that 
it might fail a rational basis test in court.  Mr. Mamber 
proposed that the Fairfax ordinance decreased clarity, which 
is precisely the opposite purpose.  Mr. Mamber stated that he 
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believes the impetus from the zoning ordinance sponsor is to 
target abortion providers, an opinion reinforced by the 
presence of anti-choice and anti-women protesters at recent 
meetings who felt that that objective was to make it more 
difficult for a woman to obtain an abortion.  Mr. Mamber 
stated that women's health centers should be zoned similar to 
medical clinics, not hospitals. 
 
 Arona Kessler, a resident of Alexandria, thanked the City 
Council for taking a holistic approach to its zoning 
ordinances.  Ms. Kessler stated that zoning laws should be 
clear and consistent.  Ms. Kessler noted that other zoning 
issues have been brought to the Council by individuals or 
groups concerned with specific issues and questioned why the 
zoning ordinance regarding medical facilities was being 
considered. 
 
 Alena Yarmosky, a resident of Arlington, thanked the 
Council for its decision to comprehensively consider the 
zoning ordinance.  Ms. Yarmosky stated that women's health 
centers should be treated the same as a doctor's office and 
commented that much of the care provided at women's health 
facilities is preventive.  Ms. Yarmosky commented that zoning 
ordinances should be clear, concise, and consistent. 
 
 Chip Rohr, a resident of the City of Manassas, spoke as a 
representative of Old Town Business Association (OTBA).  Mr. 
Rohr stated that a big concern for the OTBA is the loss of the 
parking lot at the train depot.  Mr. Rorh commented that 
retail businesses in Old Town Manassas need that parking area.  
Mr. Rohr extended an invitation to the Council to attend the 
Prince William Ducks Unlimited banquet on Friday, February 28, 
2014 at the Virginia Portuguese Club.  Finally, Mr. Rohr 
encouraged the City Council to consider Ed Rohr the next time 
it wants to name something in honor of an individual who 
served the City. 
 
 Michelle Bruns, a resident Alexandria, spoke in regard to 
abortion rights, stating that exceptional regulations should 
not be placed on medical professionals who provide a service 
that is safe and legal.  Mr. Bruns stated that clinics that 
perform abortions should be regulated the same as clinics who 
perform other invasive procedures.  Mr. Bruns urged the 
Council to adopt a zoning ordinance that is conservative, fair 
and equitable. 
 
 Ray Beverage, a resident of the City of Manassas, 
discussed the impact that zoning ordinances can have on the 
community and other businesses. 

 
Closed Session 

 
 Item 19 of the Agenda:  Consideration of a Motion 
Authorizing a Closed Meeting on Subjects in Accordance with the 
Amended freedom of Information Act. 
 
 VICE MAYOR HARROVER MOVED that the City Council convene 
in a closed session for discussions pertaining to legal 
matters requiring the provision of legal advice by counsel, 
specifically the amendment of the Aurora franchise, as 
permitted by Virginia Code § 2.2-3711 Paragraphs A (7) Part 2, 
for which the Virginia Freedom of Information Act permits 
discussion in closed session.  Seconded by Council Member 
Aveni.  Roll call vote: AYES – Aveni, Harrover, Lovejoy and 
Way. ABSENT – Randolph and Wolfe.  MOTION CARRIED. 



February 10, 2014 

 Mayor Parrish announced that the Mayor and City Council, 
the City Manager, the City Attorney, Juan Rivera, Dan Radtke 
and Richard Seraydarian would be included in the closed 
meeting discussion. 
 
 Council retired to the closed meeting at 6:25 p.m. 
 
 Item 20 of the Agenda:  Consideration of a Motion 
Certifying That the Closed Meeting was Conducted in Conformity 
with Virginia law. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER AVENI MOVED that the City Council certify 
that, in the closed meeting just concluded, nothing was 
discussed except the matters specifically identified in the 
motion to convene in closed meeting and lawfully permitted to 
be discussed under the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of 
Information Act cited in the motion.  Seconded by Vice Mayor 
Harrover.  Roll call vote: AYES – Aveni, Harrover, Lovejoy and 
Way. ABSENT – Randolph and Wolfe.  MOTION CARRIED. 
  
 Council returned from the closed meeting at 7:04 p.m. 
 
 Motion was duly made, seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY to 
adjourn the meeting. 
 
 Mayor Parrish declared the meeting adjourned at 7:51 p.m. 
 
 
 
             
MAYOR  CITY CLERK 
 
        
  DATE APPROVED 


